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January,  1914. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you 
the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  District  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1913. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

I  have  based  the  statistics  on  a  population  of  9006. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  183 
(boys  87,  girls  96)  which  gives  a  birth  rate  of  20.3  compared  with 
22.1  last  year. 

There  were  eight  illegitimate  births,  compared  with  eleven 
last  year. 

There  were  114  deaths  registered  in  the  District  during  the 
year  (males  63,  females  31).  There  were  ten  deaths  of  residents 
not  registered  in  the  District,  leaving  a  nett  total  of  124  deaths, 
with  a  rate  of  13.7  per  1000,  compared  with  12.0  per  1000  last 
year.* 

There  were  22  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  giving 
an  Infant  Mortality  of  120  per  1000  births,  compared  with  45 
last  year. 

There  were  two  deaths  from  Zymotic  disease  giving  a  Zymotic 
Death  Rate  of  0.2  as  compared  with  0.1  last  year. 

Amongst  other  deaths  there  were  ten  from  Phthisis  and  ten 
from  Cancer. 

*  The  general  death  rate  for  the  area  as  calculated  from  the  factor  given  by  the 
Registrar  General  upon  the  populations  enumerated  in  1911  works  out  at 
10.9  per  1000. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  were  28  notifications  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  ..  16 

Diphtheria  .  .  8 

Poliomyelitis  . .  1 

Erysipelas  .  .  3 

The  Scarlet  Fever  was  distributed  over  the  district,  the  six¬ 
teen  cases  occurring  in  six  different  parishes. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease.  Isolation  was  car¬ 
ried  out  as  well  as  circumstances  would  permit. 

There  were  eight  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified,  one  case  ter¬ 
minated  fatally. 

Six  of  these  cases  occurred  at  Hinderclay.  In  nearly  every 
instance  some  sanitary  defect  was  noted,  and  remedied. 

There  was  one  case  of  Poliomyelitis  which  terminated  fatally 
after  a  few  days’  illness. 

There  were  23  cases  of  Phthisis  notified.  These  were  distri¬ 
buted  pretty  uniformly  over  the  whole  district. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  REPORT. 

Water  Supply  This  District  consists  of  20  villages  scattered  over  a  large 
area,  and  is  purely  agricultural. 

The  sub-soil  is  mostly  heavy  clay,  ponds  are  common  and 
are  largely  used  for  domestic  purposes. 

Drinking  water  is  obtained  chiefly  from  shallow  wells.  There 
are  a  few  deep  wells  into  the  chalk. 

The  following  villages  have  a  public  supply  under  the  control 
of  the  Council : — 

Ashfield,  Beyton,  Drinkstone,  Elmswell,  Hinderclay, 
Eattlesden  and  Woolpit. 

Four  samples  of  water  were  analysed  during  the  year,  and 

all  were  found  satisfactory. 

» 

House  The  house  accommodation  for  the  working  classes  is  bad — 

Accommoda-  ^he  cottages  in  many  instances  being  damp  and  ill  ventilated. 
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Six  cases  of  overcrowding  were  notified  during  the  year. 

The  Council  is  building  new  cottages  at  Thurston,  Norton, 
Elmswell  and  Eattlesden. 


The  necessary  enquiries  have  been  held,  and  at  Thurston  the 
cottages  are  nearly  completed. 


Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909: — 


Number  of  houses  inspected  86. 

Number  of  houses  considered  unfit  for  habitation — none. 

Number  of  representations  made  to  local  authority  with 
a  view  to  making  of  closing  orders — none. 

Number  of  closing  orders — none. 

Number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 
without  making  closing  orders  10. 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  6. 


Cowsheds  and  Seven  registered.  Inspected  and  found  in  a  satisfactory 
Dairies  state. 

Act  There  are  few  factories  and  workshops  in  the  district  coming 

under  the  Act.  All  inspected  and  found  satisfactory  except  in 
one  instance,  a  tailor’s  workroom,  which  had  not  sufficient  air 
space.  This  has  been  enlarged. 


Slaughter¬ 

houses 


Have  been  inspected  at  frequent  intervals  and  found  in  a 
satisfactory  state. 


Sanitary 

Arrangements 


Privy  vaults  are  numerous  and  usually  defective,  giving  rise 
to  various  nuisances.  Fifty-six  nuisances  were  reported  during 
the  year,  they  were  as  follows  : — 


Accumulations  of  manure  and  refuse  seven. 

Nuisances  from  foul  closets  .  .  seven. 

Defective  drains  .  .  .  .  . .  five. 

Defective  privies  . .  . .  . .  fourteen. 

Dirty  premises  . .  . .  .  .  two. 

Overcrowding  . .  . .  . .  six. 

Number  of  privies  converted  into  pail  closets  two. 

Number  of  closets  newly  constructed  owing  to  insufficient 
accommodation  13. 


All  defects  were  remedied. 
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GENERAL  REMARKS. 

The  death  rate  is  a  little  higher  and  the  birth  rate  a  little 
lower  than  last  year. 

The  schemes  for  new  dwellings  for  the  working  classes  are 
being  actively  pushed  forward.  The  cottages  at  Thurston  are 
now  ready  for  occupation. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Council  for  the  consideration  they  have  shewn  me,  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  for  the  information  they  have 
given  me  in  connection  with  the  work  during  the  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  HILLIER,  M.  D.,  C.  M., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  I. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  of  District  during  1913  and  previous  Years. 


Year. 

Population  estimated  to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 
Begistered  in 
the  District. 

Transfer¬ 

able 

Deaths. 

N  ett  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  District. 

Uncorrected  Number. 

Nett. 

o 

rO 

a 

S3 

6 

Ph 

Of  Non-residents  Regis¬ 
tered  in  the  District. 

Of  Besidents  not  Begis¬ 
tered  in  the  District. 

Under  1  year 
of  Age. 

At  all 

ages. 

N  umber. 

<D 

"cj 

PH 

Number. 

6 

~cd 

Ph 

Number. 

Bate  per  1,000  Nett 
Births. 

1908 

8855 

218 

218 

24-6 

122 

13-7 

10 

18 

82 

132 

15-0 

1909 

8840 

198 

198 

22-3 

84 

9-5 

13 

16 

80 

97 

10-9 

1910 

8830 

195 

195 

22-1 

107 

12-1 

10 

8 

41 

119 

13-5 

1911 

9019 

187 

188 

20-8 

92 

10-2 

2 

16 

17 

90 

106 

11-7 

1911 

9019 

199 

200 

22-1 

93 

10-3 

16 

9 

45 

109 

12-0 

1913 

9006 

182 

183 

20-3 

114 

12-6 

10 

22 

120 

124 

13-7 

Bates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 
Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water) 

Total  population  at  all  ages  . .  . .  9,019. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . .  . .  2,119. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  . 


34,126. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  1913. 


Total 

Cases 

removed 

to 

Hospital. 

£ 
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LOCALITY. 
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NOTIFIABLE 

DISEASE. 

Diphtheria  (including  Mem¬ 
branous  croup) 

Erysipelas  . 

Scarlet  Fever . 

Puerperal  Fever 

Poliomyelitis . 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Totals . 
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TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1913. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“Besidents,”  whether  occurring  in 
or  beyond  the  District. 

u  £ 

J  % 

OJ  CO  -i_. 

M  2  £ 

£  -s  . 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

All  Ages. 

Under  1  year. 

— 

1  to  2  years. 

2  to  5  years. 

5  to  15  years. 

15  to  25  years. 

j  25  to  45  years. 

45  to  65  years. 

65  &  upwards. 

Total  Deaths 

of  “  Besidei 

“  Non-Besid 

Institutions 

District 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

4 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  . . 

1 

1 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary- 
Tuberculosis)  . . 

10 

1 

6 

3 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

10 

3 

7 

Meningitis  . 

1 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease  . . 

15 

3 

3 

9 

Bronchitis 

4 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . . 

8 

3 

1 

4 

Nephritis  &  Bright’s  Disease  . . 

5 

1 

2 

2 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 
Pregnancy  and  Parturition  . . 

4 

4 

Congenital  Debility  and 

Malformation,  including 

premature  birth 

8 

6 

2 

Other  Defined  Diseases  . . 

22 

2 

1 

1 

3 

4 

11 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

28 

1 

1 

26 

Sub -Entries  : 

Cerehro-spinal  Meningitis 

Poliomyelitis  . 

1 

AH  causes  {  u^StAed  " 

124 

22 

3 

1 

3 

2 

14 

16 

63 

Nil 
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TABLE  IV. 

Infant  Mortality  during  the  Year  1913. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  of  various  Ages 
under  1  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1  week. 

1-2  weeks. 

2-3  weeks. 

j  3-4  weeks. 

Total  under  4  weeks. 

4  weeks  and  under 

3  months. 

3  months  and  under 

6  months. 

6  months  and  under 

9  months. 

9  months  and  under 

12  months. 

Total  Deaths  under 

1  year. 

Whooping-Cough 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Turherculous  Meningitis 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases  . . 

1 

1 

Convulsions  . . 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

3 

Injury  at  Birth 

1 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth 

4 

4 

4 

Atrophy,  Debility  and 

Marasmus  . . 

3 

1 

4 

1 

1 

6 

Other  Causes  . . 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

9 

1 

1 

11 

4 

2 

5 

22 

Nett  Births  in  the  Year 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of 


legitimate 
illegitimate 
legitimate  infants 
illegitimate  infants  . . 


175 

8 

21 

1 


